
 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Ceremony  
 
     

  
 

April 5, 2009 

3:00-5:00 PM 

Old Main Student Center  

Southern Illinois University Carbondale  



Program  
 

Opening Remarks 
Julia Spears, Director, McNair Scholar Program  

 

Welcome Address 
Don S. Rice, Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor 
                   

Awards to Graduating McNair Scholars 
Sam Goldman , Chancellor 
                            

Introduction of Continuing Scholars 
 

Introduction of Incoming Scholars 
 

Closing Remarks 
John A. Koropchak , Vice Chancellor for Research & 

Graduate Dean  
 

Reception 
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Raquel Brown , Spring ô09 
Biological Sciences 

College of Science 
 

Research Title:  Rhox Gene Expression During the Ovarian 

Cycle  

 

Mentor: James MacLean, Assistant Professor, Physiology 

 

 
Raquel applied to Northwestern University, Virginia Commonwealth, the 

University of Chicago, and Southern Illinois University Carbondale. She earned 1st 

place in the 2009 SIUC Undergraduate Research Forum. Her other awards include 

the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students Travel Award 

Recipient (2008) and the American Physiology Society Minority Travel Fellowship 

Award to attend Experimental Biology Conference (2009).  Raquel is also a 

member of the Illinois Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation, Pre-

Professionals Program, and Black Women Task Force. 

 

 

Conisha Brownlee , Spring ô09 
Human Nutrition & Dietetics 

College of Agricultural Sciences 
 

Research Title:  Assessment of College Studentsõ Food 

Choices when Comparing Their Home Choices to Their 

College Campus Choices 
 

Mentor:  Sharon Peterson, Assistant Professor   

     Animal Science, Food and Nutrition 

 

Conisha applied to Illinois State University and Southern Illinois University 

Carbondale. She was on the Deanõs List, Fall 2008. Her memberships include the 

Illinois Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation, Student Nutrition 

Academic Council (SNAC), RUA Healthy Kid Team, Students Promoting 

Educational Advancement and Research, Minorities in Agriculture, Natural 

Resources, and Related Sciences, and the Southern Illinois Dietetic Association 

(SIDA). 
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C. Grant Co x, III , Spring ô09  
Art - Painting 

School of Art and Design 

 

Research Title:  Recycled - Repurposed - Revalued 
 

Mentor:  Najjar Abdul-Musawwir, Associate Professor 

                School of Art and Design 

 
 

 

Grant applied to Rhode Island School of Design, University of Texas San Antonio, 

and Syracuse University. He is the president of League of Art and Design. Grantõs 

work has been featured in several exibits including the òHalloween Show,ó 

Douglas School Art Gallery, Murphysboro, IL; òLove at the Glove,ó Surplus 

Gallery, SIUC, Spring 2008 òTrash to Art,ó Koken Art Factory, St. Louis, MO, Fall 

2008; òC4 2008 Sculpture Showó Surplus Gallery, Carbondale, IL, Fall 2008; 

òRecycled Reused Revalued,ó Vergette Gallery, SIUC,  Summer 2008, 

òAccumulatedó Vergette Gallery, SIUC,  Spring 2009; and òVarsity Art IIIó, Art 

Saint Louis, St. Louis, MO, Spring 2009.  
 

 

Jennie Irwin  McCormick , Fall ô08 
Rehabilitation Services 

College of Education and Human Services 

 

Research Title: The Matrix Model of Hope: Does 

Attendance Affect Employment After Treatment? 

 

Mento r:   Shane Koch, Associate Professor 

    Rehabilitation Institute 

 

 

Jennie applied to Masterõs program in Community Counseling at Columbus 

State University. Her accomplishments include receiving a Research 

Enriched Academic Challenge (REACH) award (2008) and presenting her 

research at National Rehabilitation Associationõs fall 2008 St. Louis conference. 

She was on the Deanõs list, a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, a member 

of STARS, a student organization in Rehabilitation Services, and fundraising 

chair for the Student Chapter of the National Rehabilitation Association.  

Jennie also spent a 2007 Spring semester studying abroad in Finland.   
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Vernon Johnson, Spring ô09 
Healthcare Management 

School of Allied Health 
 

Research Title:  Communication Breakdown: A Critical 

Assessment of Type 2 Diabetes Education Efforts Directed 

Towards African-American Students at a Midwestern 

University 
 

Mentor:   Mark Kittleson, Professor,   

      Health Education & Recreation 
 

Vernon applied to Purdue, Penn State, and John Hopkins University. His honors 

include Honorable Mention in 2008 Summer McNair Research Symposium, Deanõs 

List Spring 2008, and the 2007 Leadership Award as Saluki Peer Mentor. He is a 

member of Underground Arts, Sigma Alpha Lambda Honor Society, Black Affairs 

Council, Black Togetherness Organization, Saluki Volunteer Corps, Black Men's 

Round Table, and the SIUC Mentorship Academy. He is also the Undergraduate 

Student Government Finance Committee Vice-Chair, a Progressive Masculinities 

Mentor, and an American Public Health Association member.  

 

 

Chasity Love , Spring ô09 
Chemistry 

College of Science 

 

Research Title:  The Effect of Support, ZnO, on the 

Structure and Properties of Cu Clusters 

 

Mentor:  Lichang Wang, Associate Professor 

    Chemistry and Biochemistry 

 
 

Chasity has been accepted with funding to attend Purdue, Indiana University, and 

the University of Madison-Wisconsin.  Her accomplishments include Deanõs List (3 

semesters), COS Science High Academic Honors, (7 semesters), working with the 

Illinois State Police Student Internship Program, and being a participant in the 

Illinois Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation Program. Her awards 

include Research-Enriched Academic Challenge (REACH) research assistantship, 

Fall 2008-Spring 2009;  NSF-Research Experience for Undergraduate (REU) 

Internship at SIUC, Summer 2007; Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville East 

St. Louis Center Exemplar of Success Award, Fall 2006; and the Black 

Togetherness Organization Future Leader Award, Spring 2006.  



Graduating McNair Scholars                                           - 6 - 

Monica Mason,  Spring ô09 
Journalism - News Editorial 

College of Mass Communication and Media Arts 
 

Research Title:  Narrow Casting or Narrowly Casting?: A 

Qualitative Analysis of Marketing Strategies Used on the 

Popular Social Networking Website Facebook 
 

Mentor:   Novotny Lawrence, Assistant Professor 

      Radio and Television 
 

 

Monica was accepted into the University of Minnesota with a fellowship. She was 

awarded Top 25 Distinguished Seniors, Dean's List: Summer 2008 and Fall 2007, 

the Marcia Bullard Scholarship, Harvey and Trish Welch Scholarship, and the 

Short-Term Study Abroad Scholarship for Egyptian Architectural Tour. Also she 

earned 2nd Place at the 2008 McNair Research Symposium. Her memberships 

include University Honors Program and the Sigma Alpha Lambda National 

Leadership and Honors Organization. 

 

 

Sarah Owusu, Spring ô09 
Physiology 

College of Science 
 

Research Title:  Expression of the Foxd1 Gene in Pituitary 

During Embryonic Development 
 

Mentor:   Buffy Ellsworth, Assistant Professor 

              Physiology 

 

 
Sarah applied to University of Chicago, Rosalind Franklin University, IUPUI in 

Indianapolis, and SIUC. She is a member of the Illinois Louis Stokes Alliance for 

Minority Participation Program, the Endocrine Society, and the Pre-Medical 

Minority Enrichment Development (PMED) program. Sarah is a student research 

assistant in Dr. Ellsworthõs Physiology lab where she conducts 

immunohistochemistry staining, beta galactosidase staining, frozen sectioning and 

paraffin sectioning.  This summer she will present at the Endocrine Society 

Conference in Washington, D.C.  Also, Sarah was a Resident Assistant (2007-

2008) Saluki Peer Mentor (2006-2007), and Physiology/ Biology tutor (2005-

present).  
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Kandace Vallejo , Spring ô09 
History 

College of Liberal Arts 
 

Research Title:  Perceptions and Reflections of Democracy: 

A Qualitative Study 
 

Mentor:   Kathy Hytten, Chair and Professor  

     Educational Administration and Higher Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kandace earned a McNair Scholars Recruitment Fellowship to attend UT Austin in 

the Fall 2009. Currently, she is a recipient of the Davis-Putter Foundation 

scholarship (Aug. 2008). In 2007, Kandace joined fellow social justice organizers at 

the Escola Nacional Florestan Fernandes in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where she studied 

international political economy. In 2009, she returned to Brazil to study 

democracy and globalization. She is a member of the Student Farmworker Alliance 

(SFA) National Steering Committee and has been the National Council 

Coordinator for the Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC).  

 

 

Stacie W allace, Spring ô09 
Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Research Title: ôPerceptional Playõ: An Investigation of the 

Perception and Motive of Playful Aggression in Intimate 

Heterosexual Relationships 

 

Mentor:  Rebecca Weston, Associate Professor, Psychology 

 

 

Stacie applied to DePaul University and the University of Illinois at Chicago. She 

received Research Enriched Academic Challenge (REACH) award (2008) and won 

the Peopleõs Choice Award at the 2009 Undergraduate Research Forum.  She is a 

Teaching Assistant for Psychology 201 and is completing a Senior Honorõs Thesis. 

She was awarded an Illinois General Assembly Legislative Scholarship, the James E. 

Walker Presidential Scholarship, the Extraordinary Leadership Award for 

University Housing, and the Scholastic Honors Award-SIUC. She is a member of 

the Psi Chi National Honor Society for Psychology, National Scholars Honor 

Society, Golden Key International Honor Society, Sigma Alpha Lambda National 

Leadership & Honors, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, National Deans List. 
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Toya Wilson, Spring ô09 
Chicago, IL 

College of Education and Human Services 

  

Research Title:   Barriers to Physical Activity and Health 

Eating Habits for Adolescents at Risk for Type 2 Diabetes: A 

Needs Assessment 

  

Mentor:  Sharon Peterson, Assistant Professor,                                 

                Agricultural Sciences Food and Nutrition 

 

 

Toya will be attending the Masterõs of Public Health program at Southern Illinois 

University Carbondale on a PROMPT Assistantship. Her accomplishments include 

co-authoring an article with her mentor entitled òBarriers to Healthful Eating and 

Physical Activities for Low-income Families with Adolescents òat riskó for Type 2 

Diabetes" in the Spring 2009 edition of the The Health Educator. Also, she is 

currently serving as a Vince Demuzio Fellow with the Jackson County Health 

Department (2008-09). Previously she served as a research assistant for the òRUA 

Healthy Kid?ó Diabetes Intervention Program in Southern Illinois. She is a member 

of Eta Sigma Gamma Health Educators organization and Gamma Chi Rho Christian 

Sorority. 
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Catrina Barber, Spring ô10 
Cairo, IL 

College of Education and Human Services 

  

Undergraduate Major:   Special Education 

Graduate Interests:  Special Education 

  

Mentor: Morgan Chitiyo, Assistant Professor, 

               Educational Psychology & Special Education 
 

 

 

 

Jonaté Govan, Spring ô10 
Daytona Beach, FL 

College of Education and Human Services 

 

Undergraduate Major: Health Education 

Graduate Interests: College Student Personnel  

 

Mentor: Mark Kittleson, Professor, 

               Health Education & Recreation 

 
 

 

Tamara John, Spring ô10 
Hanover Park, IL 

College of Mass Communication & Media Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major: Radio/Television and Spanish 

Graduate Interests: Mass Communication 

 

Mentor: Beverly Love, Instructor, Radio/Television 

 

 
 

 

Levell Mables, Spring ô10          
Chicago, IL 

College of Business and Administration 

  

Undergraduate Major:  Business 

Graduate Interests:  Sports Business 

 

Mentor: Suzanne Nasco, Associate Professor,  

               Marketing  
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Koleshcia Nelson , Spring ô10 
Springfield, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major: Psychology 

Graduate Interests: Public Relations 

 

Mentor: Paul Etcheverry, Assistant Professor, 

               Psychology 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Patterson , Spring ô10 
Aurora, IL 

College of Science 

 

Undergraduate Major: Biological Sciences 

Graduate Interests: Cell and Molecular Biology 

 

Mentor: Buffy Ellsworth, Assistant Professor 

               Physiology 

 

 

 

Alec Perry , Spring ô10 
Chicago, IL 

College of Education and Human Services 

 

Undergraduat e Major: Communication Disorders & Sciences 

Graduate Interests: Speech & Language Pathology 

 

Mentor: Shawna Pope, Clinical Instructor 

               Rehabilitation Institute 
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VonõDragas Smalley, Spring ô10 
Chicago, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major: English 

Graduate Interests: English 

 

Mentor: Randy Burnside, Assistant Professor,  

    Political Science 

 

 
 

 

DeõAngelo Williams, Spring ô10 
East St. Louis, IL 

College of Mass Communication & Media Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major: Cinema & Photography 

Graduate Interests: Film Studies 

 

Mentor: Jyotsna Kapur, Associate Professor 

              Cinema & Photography 

 

 
 

 

Ashley Wilson , Spring ô10 
North Chicago, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Undergra duate Major: Political 

Science 

Graduate Interests: Political Science 

 

Mentor: Laura Hatcher, Assistant Professor 

             Political Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

2009-10 

REACH  
Winner  
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Marcus Bailey ô11     
Naperville, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 
 

Undergraduate Major:  Psychology  

 

Graduate Interests:  Clinical Psychology 

 

Mentor:  To be determined 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships, Honors and Memberships:   Black Togetherness 

Organization, Student Program Council Homecoming Committee 2008, 

Vice President of Anarki Dance Association. 

 

Research Interests:  I am interested in studying the effects of bipolar 

disorder on adolescents. I am interested in the coping strategies they 

employ to bring balance to their lives. I know how hard it is to live with 

something such as bipolar disorder and I also understand the challenges 

children may face socially. It would be important to me to observe the 

social behaviors teenagers exhibit with this disorder and how it shapes their 

everyday lives.  Eventually, I would like to observe how young adults in 

college manage this disorder.  

 

Personal Statement:   I am here to learn all that I can to ensure that I will 

have a positive future.  
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Jeanette Coronado ô10  
Oak Forest, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major:  English for Secondary 

Education 

 

Graduate Interests:  Education 

 

Mentor:  Kathy Hytten, Chair and Professor,  

      Education Administration and Higher 

      Education 

 

 

Scholarshi ps, Honors and Memberships:   Sigma Tau Delta National 

English Honors Society, Hispanic Student Council, Multi-cultural student 

development, Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority, Inc.  

 

Research Interests: I plan to enter the world of Education ambitiously 

and with an open mind. I would like to explore the roles of minorities in 

education. The focus of my research will be on the success of Latinas in 

Graduate School. My interest in education has stemmed from my own 

experiences in the Educational system. By interviewing graduate students, I 
hope to learn about the external influences that contribute to their 

personal and academic success. Ultimately, I want to help increase the 

number of Latinos in universities across America.  

 

Personal Statement:   My ultimate goal is to become an influential 

university professor teaching Education. 
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Antwuan Donley ô10     
Chicago, IL 

College of Science 

 

Undergraduate Major:  Chemistry  

 

Graduate Interests:  Chemistry  

 

Mentor:  Mary Elizabeth Kinsel,  

                Associate Scientist, Chemistry 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships, Honors and Memberships:   Alpha Chi Sigma Chemistry 

Fraternity, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, Sigma Alpha Lambda Honor 

Society, National Scholars Honor Society. 

 

Research Interests:  I am interested in conducting research in analytical 

chemistry using a mass spectrometer. I have always been interested in 

understanding the chemical components of everyday items like, air, food, 

and medicine. Joining the McNair Scholars Program will help increase my 

knowledge and research experience by allowing me to use new tools and 

techniques. Undergraduate research is the beginning stages of obtaining 
professional skills which will be essential in graduate school.  

 

Personal Statement:   My ultimate educational and career goals are to 

earn a PhD in Chemistry and be in a position to market my own creations.  
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Charlie Dorsey ô10       
Carbondale, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

 

Undergraduate Major:  Speech Communication, 

specialization in Performance Studies 

 

Graduate Interests:  Speech Communication, 

specialization in Performance Studies 

 

Mentor:  Elyse Pineau, Associate Professor,  

      Speech Communication 

              

Scholarships, Honors and Memberships:   Recognized as the 

Distinguished Undergraduate Award the Performance Studies Department.  

Worked in the Kleinau Theater as a light board operator, stage hand and 

videographer.  I have also written and directed my own performance. 

 

Research Interests: I have several emerging research questions that I 

would like to explore.  How can the critical study of poetry and popular 

music lead to a discussion that develops critical awareness in young people?  

Can Hip Hop music, lyrics and performance function as a tool of cultural 

and social justice?  Through my critical analysis I hope to better understand 

the current poetics of Hip Hop as a form of cultural entertainment and 
intervention.    

 

Personal Statement: I am interested in the opportunity to climb up the 

mountain of higher education, and I am determined to reach the summit of 

success.  My ultimate goal is to obtain my PhD, teach and give back to the 

community and hopefully instill some of the attributes that Iõm just now 

discovering in myself. 
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Krymese Frazier ô10 
Chicago, IL 

College of Liberal Arts 

  

Undergraduate Major:  

Psychology 

     

Graduate Interests:  

Industrial Organizational 

Psychology 

 

Mentor:  Peggy Stockdale, Professor and      

      Director of Applied Psychology  

          Program 

 

Scholarships, Honors and Memberships:   Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

Inc., Scholastic Honors award, Sigma Alpha Lambda, Alpha Lambda Delta, 

President of Black Togetherness Organization Award, Deanõs list, 

Undergraduate Assistant. 

 

Research Interests:  I want to conduct studies focusing on the issue of 

diversity in the workplace. While there is a general understanding that 

there are other minorities included under the umbrella of diversity, these 

groups continue to remain underrepresented. A critical question regarding 
diversity that has never been asked is: òIs diversity good for the 

workplace?ó Such questions remain unanswered. It is my hope that I will be 

able to investigate issues dealing with underrepresented groups in the 

workplace.  

 

Personal Statement:  My ultimate career goal is to pursue a graduate 

research career in the area of Industrial/Organizational Psychology and 

obtain a PhD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009-10 

REACH  
Winner  
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Diamond Garner ô11     
Chicago, IL 

College of Business & Administration 

 

Undergraduate Major:  Accounting  

 

Graduate Interests:  Accounting  

 

Mentor:  To be Determined 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships, Hono rs and Memberships:   Deanõs list, Alpha Lambda 

Delta National Honor Society, Delta Phi Mu Sorority, Black Togetherness 

Organization, RA for Schneider Hall.  

 

Research Interests: I am interested in learning more about federal 

taxation. I would like to learn more about taxation policy and how funds 

are distributed to different branches of government. I also would like to 

gage public opinion about taxes by interviewing citizens from different 

socio-economic levels to learn more about their views on paying taxes.   

 
Personal Statement:   I cherish my education. I want to go straight into a 

masterõs program in accounting after graduation. After receiving my 

masterõs degree, I plan to enter the workforce for three to five years to get 

some hands-on experience in the field. Then, I plan on returning to school 

to obtain a PhD in Accounting and become a professor.  
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Ashley Jordan ô11     
Blue Island, IL 

College of Liberal Arts  

 

Undergraduate Majo r:  Psychology  

 

Graduate Interests:  Industrial Organizational 

Psychology  

 

Mentor:  Meera Komarraju, Assistant Professor     

                Applied Psychology  

 

 

 

Scholarships, Honors and Memberships:   Honor Roll, RA-Mae Smith 

Hall, Black Togetherness Organization 

 

Research Interests: I am interested examining the relationship between 

student on-campus employment and academic achievement. Many students 

struggle to balance academics, work, and their social life. Studies show that 

more than half of enrolled students work while attending school (Miller, 

Danner & Staten, 2008). Retentions specialists suggest that students who 

work long hours are more likely to drop out and never earn their degree. I 

think this research can help administrators create policies and programming 
that addresses this issue.  

 

Personal Statement:   My ultimate educational and career goals are to 

earn a PhD in Industrial/Organization Psychology.  The McNair Scholars 

Program will give me a true opportunity to demonstrate my full academic 

ability. I am a lifelong learner with a strong desire realize my potential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


